
Under Water
With the increasing threat of rising sea levels, 
due to global warming, we have to sit down 
and rethink our relationship with nature, and 
discuss what kind of possibilities we have, 
and how we can stop or at least to slow down 
the unwanted progress. The concept of our 
proposal for The Swiss Room, is to create a 
space that represents being under water and 
symbolises the issue of rising sea levels.

The idea for the shape and look of the room 
is based on a 3D section of an ocean, lake or 
river, or alternatively a transparent box con-
taining water. This makes a very direct rep-
resentation, which we think might easily spark 
interest in the discussions of water related 
problems.

The shape and water-like look is achieved 
by the use of semi-translucent curtains/tex-
tile, thread and a simple wooden frame. This 
makes the construction very fast, easy and 
cheap to build, while still creating a large, 

dynamic and interesting space. There are two 
curtains on the sides, making the walls, which 
are identical, but mirrored. The curtain on 
the top is curved with a wavy shape, and this 
is easily achieved by connecting it with the 
wave line of the side curtains, where they are 
cut. Above this line are threads connected to 
the curtains and to the wooden frame above, 
making the curtains on the sides tight and 
able to carry the weight of the curtain on the 
top. The wave on the sides is a sine wave and 
is therefore easier to make.

The construction is very fl exible depending on 
orientation. Our main proposal is to keep two 
sides open, but if only one side is available 
a third wall of curtain could be made in the 
same manner as the fi rst two, or it could just 
be open against the wall. We have made the 
wave for the long side of 5 meters, keeping 
the short side open, but if the long side is the 
one that has to be open, this can very easily 
be changed.

Plan: top view 1:50Elevation 1:50Elevation 1:50

This illustration shows our idea of a 
transparent box containing water.
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Detail 1

Detail 2

Detail 3

Appearence of the materials

Intersection of the frame. The dimension of the 
wood is 4,8 x 9,8 cm.

The wave or the top curtain is assembled using either safety-pins or 
stitching it together with the “wall”. The easiest way is with safety-pins.

The top of the wall, above where the curtain is cut, is made of thread which is fasten to the frame 
by eye bolts. The distance between each thread is 10 cm. The thread is finally stitched with the 
“curtain-wall”. It can also be assembled by safety-pins.

Axonometry showing the components. The walls on both sides are same, but 
mirrored to create more dynamic and interesting waves.

The curtains on the sides are stapeled to the wooden frame.

We think that the 
appearence of the 
curtains should be 
semi-translucent. It 
can be either white 
or light blue.

The wooden 
frame should be of 
light-colored wood, 
and can be painted 
white if it is desired 
and there is time.
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To make the wave, the long 
side of the top curtain must 
be at least 56,9 cm.


